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14. THE MARONITES FROM OPPOSITION TO RESISTANCE  

There is a famous Arabic saying: "Without Islam, Taghleb would have eaten the Arabs" (Taghleb was the biggest Arab tribe and it was Christian). Things changed in the Arab world after the surge of Islam. The Arab invasion of the Middle East was indeed a Muslim invasion of a newly Christian area. Islam was able to spread from China to Spain and all around the Mediterranean basin. It was mainly by the power of the sword that people started becoming Muslims.

Let us look at what happened to the invaded areas. What became of the people? Some converted to the new religion, Islam, some people immigrated and permanently left, and some stayed "dhimmis." The rest were mainly the Maronites.

After all these years the Lebanese situation hasn't changed. The oppressors still come from the same place: Damascus and the Arab world. Now let us refresh our memory as to what the Old Lebanon did to face the threats of extermination and what are we doing now?

The Marada confronted the Omeyyaddes.

Mnaytra resisted to the Abbasids.

Ehden and Kesreouan fought the Mamelouks and they died heroically defending their land and their faith.

Mount Lebanon was the biggest pocket of resistance against the Turkish tyranny; it was also, somehow, the only sovereign area during the Ottoman rule.

The Druze also slaughtered us in 1860.

Then First World War brought the starvation aggravated by the Turks and between 1915 to 1917 the Mount Lebanon area lost 35 % of its population.

Because of the influence of France and the western powers a relatively calm period between 1920 and 1958 was followed by the insurgence of Nasser, an Arab leader with a big ego; the Chamoun-Eisenhower alliance broke his dreams.

In 1969, the weak, the inexperienced and the traitors gave the Palestine Liberation Organization an official pass to build an alien army inside on our homeland.

In 1975, again Palestinians backed by the whole Arab world tried to break the spirit of a free pro-west Lebanon. Turban wearing soldiers volunteered to come to have the honor of exterminating the last standing democracy of the Arab world.

Last but not least came Hafez Assad who succeeded after a hard fight to create for the first time a status of "dhimmis" in Lebanon. That was on the 13th of October 1990 after the last pocket of resistance collapsed.  

During that last fight, some people became martyrs; some left for the West; some took a new form of "dhimmis," and a few kept their lion heart. These latter are now the very few resistants left, they are called the "extremists" of the Christian areas and the new form of "dhimmis" took the name of the "moderate opposition" to attempt to change the system from within!!!!

What is the Lebanese cause that the Christian society dreams of and is striving to achieve?

It is the faith in Lebanon as a final entity, a free democratic society and a politically independent country. The fight is against two dangers: theocracy and the "dhimmi" status.

I am not being an extremist by my definition of the enemy.

Any occupier of our land is our enemy.

Whoever wants our land is our enemy.

Whoever works against our free state and the Lebanese cause is our enemy.

There is one single neighbor that personalizes all this. Do I need to name it?

The traitors are the Lebanese that drop the cause to be an accomplice or an accessory to the enemy and the occupant.

Whoever helps the enemy get his goals accomplished and supports him financially or morally is a traitor. 

Whoever benefits from the enemy while endangering the state and the fate of his fellow citizen is a traitor. 

Who is our friend?

Anybody that helps us to achieve our goals is a friend.

Whoever shares the same moral values is a friend.

Who is our ally nowadays?

NOBODY.

Why?

Is it because our small number is a limiting factor towards getting us allies?

Are the financial interests of the western world more interesting than the moral values of the Christian East?

Several populations have been subject to persecutions in some similar ways to the Lebanese Christians.

I chose one example of each of the three monotheist religions.

The Armenians, the Jews and the Kurds, they all had to suffer oppression at different periods of their history.

On this very important period we have to decide whom we are going to be like.

The Armenians who will stay Armenians no matter where they are?

The Jews who understood that cohesion to each other and the adhesion to the state of Israel is the key to their salvation?

So far we have been like the Kurds who have been fighting in all directions against the enemy sometimes and against each other most of the time.

Our choice should be obvious. We have to shift our situation from resembling the Kurds to resembling a combination of the Jews and the Armenians.

The present status of the opposition in Lebanon is this reality:

Any opposition is not possible because of the presence of a tyrannical government fully subject to the Syrian will.

So far any political opposition cell has been easily suffocated by the government security apparatus or disintegrated by political manipulation especially that the spirit of all those who claim opposition is not always transparent.

Parallel to this opposition several groups still carry the spirit of the resistance. Some do it in secret and some are doing it publicly. Live proofs are the people that are being beaten and thrown in jail everyday, those hit on the 7th of August and those jailed with fake accusations…. These are paving the way for the free independent Lebanon that we all want. All this while some of the most prestigious so-called opposition leaders are glorifying the Iranian backed mercenary group calling themselves Islamic resistance.

Are they are scared or do they have a very short memory? 

The men and women that died in Tall El Zaatar are the resistance; those that died in “ Knet” and “ Souk El Garb” are the true resistance. They died for their country with no Dinars paid by Iran, with no family secured by the new Lebanese army establishment. To all of them we shall extend our prayers.

They need all the support that we can offer, moral, political, financial or any other form.

What do I suggest?

What we need is a shift of the status of the Lebanese living in the old country. The society needs a moral boost and encouragement.

The opposition should change to resistance.

For that we will need is a committee of sages with headquarters based outside Lebanon (since it is not possible to have it in Lebanon).

The members should have a proven past; people that have never dealt with the enemy but always were ready to fight it.

It is recommended that they be not affiliated to any political group.

They will be the ones that will determine our long-term strategy.

They will determine who will be the long-term ally and the short-term allies.

Accessory to this committee is another group who will be in charge of executing the ultimate goal.

This is just a basic embryo of an idea, it will need more elaboration and discussions, I just liked to take the time to launch it from this city of the free world, this world that is now starting to be subject to the same kind of terror that Lebanon faced since it existed.

Meanwhile we should be working together or separate to convince the world of the cause of our people, to try to find an ally in this world, any ally will do because we have none!!!!
Hurry up; time is not on our side.

Naji Hayek
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