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15. RE HELOU – LEBANON IN DANGER
Ed. Salem

Elias Saadé

Until the last moment I had hoped to reply to your invitation by the affirmative and be present at the Congress, the importance of which cannot be underestimated: I wish to underline the following points:

1. The choice of the participants.

2. The alarming situation that prevails in the Middle East.

3. The negative repercussions felt in Lebanon.

4. Fortunately I will receive reports from the distinguished participants who happen to be my good friends, his eminence the Bishop of Beirut Monsignor Paul Matar, the President of the Maronite League Emir Hares Chehab, our mutual friend the journalist Georges Bechir and many others.  It will be thanks to them that I will be kept informed.  Fifty years ago Michel Chiha wrote concerning Lebanon “ Petit Pays mais grand Peuple” a small country but a great people.”  Actually Lebanon is great, due to the capacity of the Lebanese and their surprising impact felt throughout the world.

5.
The largest number of Lebanese outside Lebanon being Maronites. It is the responsibility of the IMF to uphold this heritage not only on the Maronite or Christian level but also for the survival of Lebanon, the whole of Lebanon. A unique model of Christian Moslem coexistence in the Middle East with the will of living together in harmony, Lebanon is threatened in its existence by those who do not believe in any kind of coexistence, liberty is and will always be the indispensable factor for our country’s survival.

Lebanon has never been in such great danger: it is the duty of her sons, particularly the Lebanese of the Diaspora and the IMF to face this challenge.

Long Live the IMF   

Long Live Lebanon

N.B. Best regards to each one of you and my regrets not to be present.

Pierre Helou
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