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3. WORKSHOP ON POLITICAL ACTIVISM 

Defining US Interests in Lebanese Christians and Lebanon

Political Activism among the American Lebanese in the United States is at best limited and unorganized and, at worst, dysfunctional.  There is no effective activity aimed at influencing the course of action or the election of individuals sympathetic to the causes of the Lebanese, and especially the Lebanese Christians which are so overwhelming a majority of the presence in the United States both historically and at present.  

While there is activity, such actions are limited to local interaction on a purely personal basis.  Activity tied to Lebanese Christian issues has been fragmented due to the Lebanese partisan activity with which it has been associated.  The election of those sympathetic to the overall Christian cause, has been of little interest, or never been raised in the political arena in an organized and effective fashion.  While the assertion may be made that the Christian cause is too narrow, there is no proof that a Christian cause would be incompatible with a Lebanese cause as enunciated by the Patriarch of the Maronites.

Many American Lebanese have steadfastly avoided involvement in the Christian cause because of the fragmentation and politicization of the cause along Lebanese partisan lines.  Only if all Christians outside of Lebanon unite or ascribe to a Christian cause as enunciated by a group of non-partisan individuals seeking to devise, advocate and execute a Christian agenda, can such an effort succeed.  Sniping at the edges, confusing the various US political entities, Congress, the State Department and the National Security Council, will only serve to further the cause and efforts of those who would like to see the Christian elements so disunited as to be able to accomplish nothing but the continued reduction of the Christian economic and political status and influence in Lebanon.  

At this point in time, indications are that the various political elements of Lebanese Christian factions and groups have conceded that a unified approach is of the utmost essence if we are to salvage anything of a Christian society and presence in Lebanon.  If such a presence is to be maintained, the interests of the United States must be identified and advocated so that action may be taken.  Only the United States can bring about a halt to the marginalization of Christians at the economic and political level.  But they will only respond if the action required impacts US interests positively, and there is a political reward to the action.  Politicians react politically, and governments act in their own interests, politically. We must convince the policy makers and the policy implementers that action in Lebanon to preserve a Christian presence is both good policy and good politics for the United States.  Anything short of this will bring certain disaster and a sharp slope toward the elimination of any Christian political or economic influence or presence in Lebanon.  Even with this much of an effort, any evidence of a major division in the ranks of the Christians as to the end goal or objective will destroy the project. 
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