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Montreal, May 27, 2002

Dear friends,

All through the years, the I M F kept assiduously on holding its meetings & activities where we observed a continuous improvement in its overall performance and organization and a progress in the research and analysis revolving around various issues that are of importance to Lebanon and to the Lebanese Maronites in particular. We can only but rejoice at this fact. However, as years go by, Lebanon has been witnessing a setback in all sectors and seems to be now in a state of great danger and its economy is in a shambles. As to what concerns the Maronites in Lebanon, unfortunately, their situation is slowly deteriorating: they have been marginalized and pushed into the background of politics, security, administration, social and demographic and most recently, economics issues.

In short, we could clearly say that the Maronites of Lebanon are almost on the verge of breakdown.
Something is happening in respect of our plan of action.
It is not my intention here to neither enter into the narrow Lebanese politics nor delve into its intricacies. It has already brought to each one of us his share of suffering. I have also no desire to take a personal stand against one person or support another.
As for the Maronite situation: it is unacceptable to tie it to the local political scene and see that it becomes the hostage of the struggles and conflicts of interests. It is of course of paramount importance to take into consideration the opinions of the various Maronite parties in our homeland and watch carefully their progress. Furthermore, the cooperation remains essential; we should therefore commit ourselves to working together with these parties and coordinate our efforts and those of all Christian factors of the Middle East that are in fact coexistent in Lebanon to face the common danger and the same challenge.  Here, I would like to emphasize a major issue: the approach of the Christian Lebanese situation entails taking a step back and giving up all individualistic, self-centred attitudes and emotional and irrational reactions in order to reach a kind of multifaceted formula that takes into consideration the religious as well as the social, the political dimensions and all subsequent matters arising thereof that are not a priority for now.
I would like to put forward some questions for all of us to discuss in order to achieve the desired results:
1.  With respect to the Maronites Diaspora
Are we working together and coordinating our efforts in accordance with the guidelines of our previous conventions in a good & efficient manner? Is the number of those among us who devote their time most particularly to the Maronites, and also to the Christians and Lebanese issue enough or do we observe few who work, strive and make sacrifices while for the rest of us limit themselves to just be present, listen and talk?
Furthermore, have we given any thought to get our children involved in our sacred mission and prepare them to pursue our work with the eagerness and vitality of their youth or have we only let them have in mind a disfigured picture of Lebanon and of the Lebanese Christians?
Did we think to create a Maronite Union or association in every state where its Maronite members would meet regularly, better inter-act and be proud of their Maronite belonging(
Are we able to create a kind of “New Maronite Order”?
2. With respect to the Maronites and the Christians of Lebanon
Our source of inspiration is without any doubt the Head of our Maronite Church, His Beatitude Patriarch Mar Nasrallah Boutros Sfeir and Bkerké is our ultimate guiding light. However, we must wonder whether the cooperation between the Lebanese of the Diaspora and the Lebanese in our homeland is sufficient or if we need to further enhance it.  Is there any particular problem in the continuation exchange and follow-up process and, if this is the case, can we pinpoint that particular issue and try to resolve it? Where does the problem lie? With the Christians of Lebanon – and then we must find a solution – or with the foreign presence and interference in Lebanon?  Because it is the right of every one of us to wonder: what is the use of doing anything if it is not echoed or answered back? 
His Holiness the Pope Jean-Paul II has conveyed a deep long-viewed and unbiased message to us through the Synodus and its recommendations. It was addressed to all Christians in Lebanon with the strong hope that it be followed. But unfortunately, as far as we know, it seems like it did fall on deaf ears. The Christian religious and political leaders were not able to translate these recommendations covering various sectors into actions that were truly perceived by the people. .  What I mostly fear Gentlemen, is for us to be content with the holding of our annual convention in the best possible conditions as well as with the follow-up actions to therefore consider that we have fulfilled our duty towards our nation and our second home and in case of failure we would not at all be responsible in any way. In my opinion, it is a wrongful thinking since we cannot separate the emigration from the homeland.

I don’t plan to dwell too much on that and will not dig into the details of various other subjects, but better to leave it for discussions during ad hoc sessions and special committees. I only wish to convey key ideas and give some hinge opinions that would lead us to a different approach of the Christian and Lebanese issue and would hopefully be more productive than those that preceded, provided that everyone of us be convinced that he is truly concerned by his religious identity, and be committed to the memory of his fathers and ancestors and by the future of his Christian brothers in Lebanon and in the Middle East. This must translate into continuous actions and efforts throughout the coming years until our next convention.
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