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I.	A PLAN OF ACTION FOR THE APPLICATION OF THE CONVENTION'S GUIDELINES





	The objectives of this ecclesiastical convention, as dictated by its natures, are two fold:





	Firstly, to reflect on the abilities of the Maronite Church in its current condition, and to clarify the more ambiguous of those from the Patriarchy's board of trustees and council of bishops.





	Secondly, to collaborate in forming an effective plan of action, and to fine-tune its details with the Board of Trustees.





	In order to facilitate the progress and success of this convention, the following issues should be addressed beforehand:





	Firstly, the Patriarchy's Board of trustees and the facilitators of the convention are to form committees that keep an official record of what transpires during each of the convention's presentations.  These minutes will then be reviewed by the Board of Trustees.  The names, telephone and FAX numbers, and addresses of all the presenters and discussants are also to be included.





	Secondly, a committee assigned by the Patriarchy will review the final manifesto, and in turn, will ascribe to qualified specialists the task of determining the practicality of the convention's recommendations in addition to its humanitarian, political, social, organizational and applicatory aspects.





	The Patriarchy will invest in this aforementioned committee the official authority to put forth new guidelines, in the form of new teachings of the Maronite Church.





	Thirdly, the Board of trustees is to translate the convention's final manifesto into those languages used by Maronites worldwide, and to provide the Church's bishops with this new set of guidelines.





	Fourthly, the Bishops of the Maronite church are to spread the Church's new teachings amid their congregation through special bulletins.  The clergymen of each bishopric are to participate in the explanation and application of those guidelines.





	Fifthly, these new guidelines are to be attributed at all time to the Maronite Church Convention in Los Angeles.





	The success of this plan of action, the particulars of which are listed above, is dependent on complete accord among all participants in the 








Maronite Church Convention in Los Angeles.





	The success of this plan of action, the particulars of which are listed above, is dependent on complete accord among all participants in the Maronite Church Convention in Los Angeles.





II.	THE FORMATION OF AN INTERNATIONAL MARONITE REAL ESTATE AGENCY





	The human identity is perpetuated through a recognized and well defined geographical locality within which people practice and develop their customs, preserve their historic landmarks, and honor their forefathers.





	The current political and social climate is driving Maronites out of their homelands in large numbers.  This reality augurs the permanent extinction of certain historic Maronite strongholds in Lebanon.





	Moreover, the economic status of Maronites does not permit them to preserve all their business enterprises and religious institutions.





	As a result, it is imperative on prosperous expatriate Maronites worldwide to help preserve their lebanese identity as a geographic entity, human element, and religious shrine, resources in the name of which tens of thousands of their ancestors were martyrized over the years.





	The most effective means of 


achieving these goals include the following:





	Firstly, the establishment of a real estate agency, with headquarters in Bkerke, Lebanon that will oversee the following tasks:





	1. To request of His excellency, the Maronite Patriarch, to form a committee of physicians, historians, bankers, real estate agents, lawyers, and notaries public, all residents of Lebanon and prominent landowners.  The task of this committee is to determine those economically vital regions in Lebanon for the Maronites, to monitor the activity of the real estate market, and to purchase real estate crucial to the economic vitality of the Maronite community.





	2. This aforementioned committee is to work in complete secrecy to delay the execution of any ambiguous real estate deal.





	3. The committee is to outbid any suspicious offer for any property, and to proceed to acquire the property in question.





	4. The committee is to reacquire all properties previously sold to non-Maronite Lebanese citizens and other Arab nationals, and which are located in regions crucial to the economic vitality of the Maronite community.





	





	5. The committee is to find economically underprivileged Maronite families and relocate them in properties purchased by funds provided by Maronite expatriates.





	6. The committee is to grant Maronite farmers low-interest loans to help reclaim their land and modernize farming tools and machinery.





	7. The committee is to assign agricultural experts the task of publishing regular recommendations and making frequent fieldtrips aimed at revitalizing the Maronite community's farming industry.





	Secondly, the various maronite dioceses should work together in realizing the following objectives under the direct supervision of the Patriarch:





	1. To review the financial status of Maronite expatriates.  Firm links are then to be established with financially prosperous families.  They are to be informed of goals of the International Maronite Real Estate Agency, and their support and participation are to be enlisted.





	2. To choose one or two representatives from each continent, preapproved by the council of bishops, to enact the aforementioned agency's constitution; to determine the transferral 











	of funds, to draw out contracts, and to defend the interests and rights of contributing expatriates in all transactions.





	Thirdly, bishops, counselled by their clergymen, are eventually to form congregational committees that will distribute the list of properties up for sale provided by the International Maronite Real Estate Agency.  Any member of the congregation interested in purchasing property in Lebanon, may do so individually or by group sale, in person or by representation.





III.THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN 	HONORARY MARONITE POLITICAL 	LEAGUE





	A political reconciliation between the various camps and leaders of the Maronite Community appears unlikely at present.  Such a reconciliation is beyond the objectives of this present convention. However, in as much as the current situation in Lebanon requires radical measures on behalf of all Lebanese in general, and Maronites in particular, it behooves this delegation to seek His Excellency, the Patriarch's view on, and help in establishing an honorary Maronite Political League. Such a league would comprise a number of venerable Maronites who, under the supervision of His Excellency, the Patriarch, would propose an outline for a Maronite political agenda.





	Such Maronite dignitaries 








as Father Boulos Na'aman, His Excellency Bishop Bshara al-Rai'i, Mr. Shaker Abu-Slayman, the former president Mr. Charles Helou, and Mr. George Adouan are well able to prepare such an agenda, and present it to Maronite leaders, whose input they would take into consideration.





	A Maronite political agenda would include such proposals as the following:





	Firstly, no Maronite is to be allied to a movement harmful to the welfare of the Maronite community.





	Secondly, every Maronite concerned for the common good of his community is to adhere to the teachings and customs of the Maronite society and Maronite church.





	Thirdly, every Maronite is to support all decisions made by the Maronite Patriarchy.





	Fourthly, the matter of ecclesiastical censure remains in the hands of His Excellency the Patriarch.





	In conclusion, the efforts of this convention may well be the first step in restoring to the Maronite Patriarchy the power and authority of making the final decisions regarding the fate of the Maronite communities in lieu of the politicians.
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