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	PROLOGUE



�	One day, the young man Karim, at twenty years of age, bade farewell to Mount Lebanon and the Cedars of God to emigrate to the New World. The road was long and downgrade leading to the coast at the foot of his Mountain.  Once there, with immeasurable courage, he rode upon the blue of the Mediterranean Sea-something he had never done before.



	The Mountain, grieving over the departure of her son, with sorrow in her eyes, wrote several reflections upon Karim's sentiments and nostalgia, which were bathed with tears and memories...Karim cherished them tenderly in his heart.  He knew that the stimulus of the Mountain was his greatest possession.  Indeed, he didn't have anything else of importance, but he knew that, perhaps later, other regions would know of his purpose and his presence.



	Karim had understood from the beginning that his thinking, his Mountain, his being Lebanese and his Maronism would be his companions forever.  he even felt, with some difficulty, that his Lebanese identity would soon arrive to the arms of other identities and would form with them an identity of greater dimensions perhaps and preferably universal.  After arriving in the New World, Karim began to understand much better that his distant Mountain had formed an important part of the beginnings of civilized human thought, and there, protected

 by its rocks, by the holy fragrance of its meadows and by the will of its children, continues to be the indisputable cradle of this free thinking.



	As the years went by, the Mountain's return to Karim's mind became increasingly frequent.  In his meditations, he saw it increasingly besieged by the terrible violence of other forms of thinking and of other people.  He constantly heard its dramatic call in his dreams and his awakenings.

	

	One day, his Maronism,

	which accompanied him in his ways,

	turned affectionately to Karim and said,

	"I am an inseparable friend of your Mountain,

	which, at the same time, is my Mountain.

	For fifteen centuries or more I have been united with her".

	"Listen, Karim," Maronism added,

	"even if someday I have the whole planet as my home,

	I will never for even one day abandon your Mountain,

	which is also mine."  



	Karim went about silently in the solitude of his distance thinking on the words of his Maronism.  His affection for the Mountain, his love for Liberty, his galloping and lofty thinking, as well as the excellent motivation of his new homeland, America, inspired him to once again read the pages of his Mountain written in his affection, which said:
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	FIRST REFLECTION



�	"Karim, my son!"



	"The history of Maronism began four centuries after the arrival of the Word of Christ to this plant.  Maronism was born along the route of Christ's apostles as they marched toward the Occident.  The winds of budding Freedom of the Son of Bethlehem blew on the dusty clouds of paganism in the north of Syria and converted them into Maronism."



	"Some time later, the holiness of some of the ascetics of that place, Saint Maron among them, and the sudden growth in the number of followers of this saint spawned inclement violence by the paganism, which had the sole objective of exterminating Christianity.  Blood flowed for a long time in the hands of that violence.  The voices of those innocent and martyred monks, together with the voices of the other faithful, reached my house, Mount Lebanon, to take refuge in the rocks and in the opportune shades of the Cedars of God.  Without delay, Maronism began to build its home forever in my summits, slopes, precipices and inhospitable valleys.  Since those years, throughout the passing centuries, violence has not ceased its attempts to eliminate Maronism, in particular, and the rest of Christianity."



"The Maronites," continued the Mountain to Karim, descended at

times from their heights to the coast when they were assured that the aggression and force of the enemy were held at bay.  lamentably, these peaceful time did not last.  Maronism, like a royal eagle, returned to my summits and abysses to continue fighting-and I tell you, Karim, on the occasions when the Maronites united under one banner, their power brought the most terrible empires into submission."



	"Karim," added the Mountain, "for almost eleven centuries, the patriarchal headquarters of the Maronites moved secretly among these places and refuges such as: Kfar Hai, Yanouh, D'malsa (cradle of two patriarchs), Illige and Annoubin-such a small area, like an oasis in a desert of aggression and inhospitality.  These were tactics employed to defend the lives of their patriarchs and to assure their survival.  The continuity, strengthening and progress of Christianity in the Middle and Near East, continues to be their principal objective.  In like manner, Maronism's determination, since it's birth, to maintain itself open to the west is irrefutable proof of its pacifying heroism, as manifested in its efforts to reconcile east and west and to set that region free from an imposed isolation from the rest of the world in route to civilization."
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	SECOND REFLECTION



�



	The Mountain continued, "The Maronites of the Chalcedony Council of the year 451, and from  that time on, committed themselves to preach, teach and practice the Judeo-Christian civilization in a pacific way.  Fifteen centuries or more have elapsed since that commitment, without Maronism having interrupted its courageous and stalwart march to achieve this objective.  For a long time, the civilizations-pagans and monotheistics-of the Mediterranean basin, before and after Christ, have simultaneously sat down together at the Lebanese table and have been greatly honored."







"Misery, hunger, ignorance and death brought about by religious and foreign oppression will never bring the Maronite identity to its knees."  





"I have been covered with mourning, for a long time," said the Mountain, "however, the flowers of my springtimes, the stars of my summers, the fruits of my autumns and the generous harvests in the arms of my winters never have abandoned my eyes and my granaries.  My children-all my children-one generation after another, have been able to emulate my rocks, the resistance of my oaks and the height of my cedars.  Judo-







Christian and Islamic civilizations have been 

venerated in my temples, and I,

guided by high, divine and universal principles, will continue to join with them and others.
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	THIRD REFLECTION





�



	"My beloved Karim!"



	"In your America, you will meet a fledgling, but more liberated Maronism.  Your main role, whether as layman or ecclesiastic, will be to encourage your Maronite brethren who have gone astray to return to the fold of Christ.  The history of Maronism is sufficient incentive to bring this disperse Maronism together under the banner of its Church.  This relay from one generation to another will be continued when your education and that of your children carefully and lovingly preserves the records of successes of the past and the creativity of the present, whether inspired or not, in Christianity."



	"Look, my son, Karim, Christians and Maronites of the Middle East have been besieged by the violence of another belief.  The Middle East, all of the Middle and Near East, lacks sufficient education and Liberty to be able to advance toward a new era or to be able to keep abreast of the advances of the West.  The Maronites of the rest of the planet are the last hope to save their brothers in Lebanon, as well as the rest of the Christians from the violence and annihilation in that conflict-filled East."



	"Dear Karim, the flag over your New World is 'democratic freedom'. We are obligated to







   labor so that this flag         can also wave in the            Middle East."

	

	"Karim, my son, the West already knows that its crystalline waters do not have barriers that separate them from the muddy waters of other places.  The 	air of these places, filled with gray smoke, won't take long to reach the lungs of the West.
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�

	FOURTH REFLECTION





�



	"Violence begets violence," said the Mountain.  "Every time that Maronism has used violence, it has distanced itself greatly from its Christianity.  The consequences have been, without exception, disastrous for the Maronite people.  lamentably, it has been rare that Christianity has considered the fact that Christ never used a weapon, and that his power has been manifested mainly by love, thinking, forgiveness and cheerful sacrifice."



	



	"I will tell you something else, dear Karim:"







"The so-called monotheistics have rarely practiced motivating the human being to draw near to God voluntarily and in accord with their own understanding.







Until now, almost all the religions only talk of God,

while mankind has been, in its majority, shoved aside and enslaved."



















	"Jesus became a man to dignify the human being and to help the Creation to see the unlimited capacity of man and woman to unite with their Creator."
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	FIFTH REFLECTION





�	





"The family, education and looking constantly at The Perfection, have been, although to varying extents, the indisputable bastions of the resistance and the permanence of Maronism," said the Mountain.

	



"The reason for those times that Maronism has ben dealt 	debilitating blows

on diverse occasions throughout

�





 	in a wide range of varied intensities.

	The important thing is the 	human being's firm decision

	whether or not to continue is march to the best."

�the course of history is because they have made mistakes...

I can't believe that a well of water

or any other liquid seeps through a wall that is not

its own,

or that the fragrance and colors of one flower

can come from another 	flower.

The swallow' builds its 	nest in places unreachable by its enemies"





"My dear Karim, all of Creation, 

as I see it, possesses all of the means necessary to preserve its progress

without having to resort to violence.

Haven't you seen the springtime in the manner that it offers its colors and fragrance to nature!

All Creation, my son, 	possesses

a great desire to do, nor not to do,
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	SIXTH REFLECTION





	

	

�	"Listen, my beloved Karim," added the Mountain, "the Union of the mind with matter begets Life; and of all Creation, Life is the most precious.  Christ loved life and, with it, created one of the most important civilizations in Universal History.  He had to take a body, the same as humans, in order to be able to create the New Testatment an to leave us his Great Example."



	"I will tell you something else, Karim, pure, integrated, free and faithfully practiced Christianity formed the body of Christ in this planet.  At this moment, I feel the same way about Maronism and its church.  I want to tell you these things, my son, so that with your strength and your good will, you will make your church become holy, free, human and pure.  In this way, it will become the savior and protector of a dying Christianity in the Middle East and other places."
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	SEVENTH REFLECTION	



�	"On occasion, regional roots and traditions are, for the most part, interesting contributions to free and international culture.  But, when they have not been an adequate vehicle to resolve the problems of humankind in the past, they they are much less capable of being the solution in the present and their use stops being necessary.  Roots and traditions are like laws.  It is necessary to periodically revise them, with the main objective of liberating human beings, solving their problems and untangling them from a meaningless and enslaving past."



	"Listen my son, Karim!"



"The birds, the fish, the insects and every kind of animal avoid returning to a past that has damaged them or that has created evils.  The traumas caused by imposition and violence make the human being's route to the liberation of his faculties and abilities longer and distance him away more and more from the liberated world, the Lord's world."



	"I love my rocks, my son.  I love my cedars and my oaks.  I love the rest of trees and plants all over the planet.  I love the winds and snows... I lover everything that does not know fear, lies and insecurity".
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	EIGTH REFLECTION



�	"My final reflection, dear son, is the desire to see you again.  The cedar that I planted yesterday near the rocks where you played when you were a child will always watch over the memories of you that live in my affection.  I believe that the traveling Maronism, together with the Maronism that stays with me, will someday bring back my green cloak.  Each Lebanese house has an average of two people traveling and absent.  How wonderful it will be to remember each absence, and make it present by planting a tree (cedar or any other) in the name of each of these beloved absent people!  In this noble and generous manner, my children will dress me with my green cloak again.



	"There is more that I want from my traveling sons and their descendants in order to unify my Maronism for good to make it a shining sample, unexposed to the hurricanes of destruction:



1.	Plan and construct the 'City of the Nations' under the shade of my cedars.  This means that each one of our communities in the countries of emigration, which number 124 countries, would erect a great and exceptional, monumental, artistic and cultural work of architecture next to my hills between the waves of the sea and the habitation of the snows.  This work would symbolize the glory of each of those countries.

   Gratitude is beautiful, and 	even more so when it is

	manifested in cultural exchange and international generosity.  It will not be difficult for these countries to honor my geography and to protect it from invaders with the permanent flags of 124 countries.  The completion of this work will give us with the capacity to demand, when necessary, the protection of these flags."



2.	Institute the 'March of Peace' annually and have it to take place at an international level one week in the summer so that worldwide sports can participate in it and be able to know the great Lebanese Friendship."



3.	I hope that my terrain will be converted into useful spaces for universities, hospitals and hotels, as well as for international encounters".



4.	I want Maronism to be the organization most responsible for the quality of education in Lebanon.  This way, Karim, your children and the children of the World will return some day to know our great heritage, which will undoubtedly be a perennial stronghold for the freedom of the woman, as well as the man in this and other regions."
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�5.	In the near future,

	I want to see the flag of

��	Maronism

� 	On the bell tower of the	church inviting

	other beliefs to solidly

	forge an eternal Lebanon."



6.	I want to see a 'Round Table for the Religions'

	in Lebanon or in the headquarters of the UN.

	The nations forged another table

	more than half a century ago.

	Why not now the Table of the Religions?"



7.	The human being began free,

	my beloved Karim. The Supreme being loves

	the liberty of the human being.

	However, He loves most the religion 

	which motivates the human being

	to educate himself freely-his own

	and only route toward

	the Supreme Being-without outdated in-the-name-of-God laws

	and impositions of dead systems".
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	THE PRAYER



�	

	To reconcile her pain caused by the emigration of her son, the Mountain prayed saying:



	"Oh my God!"



	"I want my son to be free.

	Help him to regain his 	freedom

	even if it is in another place.

	It is said that America has begun

	to be free and that the university,

	at times, is the door to Liberty."



	"Oh my God!"



	"I believe that the home is the base, and then the university.







	You know the rigor of my 	home,

	which leads toward your University.

	However, my beloved God,

	I want my son to preserve the heritage

	of his home and of his freedom of belief,

	and I want, at the same time, that you inspire him,

	the same as with your son, Christ,

	to enter soon

	into your wonderful University,

	the University of Liberty."





	

	             	

	

	







		04/07/94

	Caracas,04/07/1994
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