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	Uneasiness, concern, nationalism, and patriotism are some of the common factors that bring us together in this gathering.





	LADIES AND GENTLEMEN:  





	I would like to take advantage of these lines to convey my feelings to you, both as a Lebanese and a Maronite.





	On behalf of the Maronite Union of Mexico, A.C. (Union Maronite de Mexico, A.C.), I thank you for your invitation, likewise, I am thankful to all of those who undertook the preparation of this great gathering.





	It is not my intention to provide a solution to the problems being experienced by Maronism in Lebanon and in the world.





	Nor will I attempt to make a great historical summary of Maronism which dates back to the year 410 AD as well as XVI centuries of struggle, in as much as it is not prudent to so at this time.





	This is a task for historians whose domain I would prefer not to invade.





	I invite all of you who are present to meditate on our true Maronite reality in the world, principally in Lebanon for being the origin and genesis of our identity.





	Since we have been called to this gathering, though not under an explicitly written initiative from our Ecclesiastic Authority, this is


 why we must become aware of our Maronite reality in order to reach clear agreements that will help us again to find the road to success for our most cherished ideals.





	Those of us who are here are messengers of good will, united under the same principles:       





1.	Lebanon, the definitive homeland where all of its communities live together in harmony.





2.	Lebanon, birthplace and land of Maronism.





LADIES AND GENTLEMEN:  





We the faithful lay people, who are willing to serve the church, ask our Church to invite us officially to participate, serve, cooperate, and hold ourselves responsible in accordance with the guidelines set forth by the Vatican Council II.





I  .What does the Maronite Church want from its lay people?





	The Maronite Church wants:





	1. Effective involvement.





	2. A vote of confidence in and support of the guidelines set forth by the Ecclesiastic Authorities.





	3. To hold the lay people responsible for their duties toward their church.





	4. To uphold the ideals of our Maronite Church.





	


	In order to underline these aspects, I leave the duty of 


highlighting and expanding its definitive points of view in writing to the Ecclesiastic Hierarchy.





II. What do the lay people want from the Maronite Church?





	I feel that, we, the lay people want from our Church:





	1. A firm, strong, and decisive leadership.


	


	2. A leadership that leads, not follows.





	3. Continuous moral assistance.





	4. A National, brave, and permanent presence.





	5. The creation of the SUPERIOR MARONITE COUNCIL that ensures the involvement of the Ecclesiastic hierarchy and the faithful Maronites, committed to their faith and their religion.  It should have its own bylaws and regulations for deciding, directing its destiny, and projecting the road to be followed in the service of our needs in both the lebanese and overseas resident.





	6. The Maronite church should share responsibilities with its lay people through a Superior Maronite Council.





	7. We the lay people want it to be defined for us if 








	


	the Maronite Church is 		willing and has the 	human 	and material potential to serve Maronites worldwide, 	 


		that is, those who are in danger of being absorbed by the Latin rite and is comprised of a 90% majority.





	8. To motivate Maronites in general, particularly the youth, since it is the new blood that will demonstrate this spiritual and patriotic cause, in as much as they are going to reinforce and bear the brunt of future problems.





	9. Recognition that the MARONITE PATRIARCHY is and will always be the guiding light of World Maronism.





	I invite you to think over the following points:





III. What is the destiny of Maronism in Lebanon?





	1. How to reconcile and reinforce this strong tie between Maronites and Lebanon?  There is a serious division in the ranks of the Maronites.  Let us project and analyze a Maronite alliance, including the parts in conflict, which have given rise to the Maronite decadence.





	2. How do we recover the predominance lost by the Maronites?   Are we in time to do so?  Worldwide Maronite Unity depends on 





	


	and will always depend upon the unity thereof in Lebanon.





	3. Let us recognize that 


	Maronite leadership has been mistaken on many occasions, and in many ways, by establishing an alliance with "X" or "Z", only to be used at the service of others in the end, up to the point of acing each other in a fratricidal struggle, the cruelest of all.





	I propose a brief suspension that will enable our leadership to spiritually purify our files, plan the future, and clarify the global situation in the region, so as to begin to work united and strong.





	Let us be Lebanese Maronites first and foremost, determined, and convinced to defend the interests of LEBANESE MARONISM, so that we may later establish alliances that truly help our cause.





	LADIES AND GENTLEMEN:





	Enough of boasting about absurd situations!  let us no longer consider that the Maronite is the only one who defends the sovereignty and independence of Lebanon and that Lebanon cannot live without the Maronites.





	Let us be realists, though many (of us) may not agree, I insist that the obligation of the Maronites is to defend Lebanon, supports its reconstructive work, and aid 








its economic, political, and sociological stability by using this as a Christian strategy, so that the Maronites, in particular, and Christians, in general, will stop emigrating every day, because I feel that the Maronites will not survive without Lebanon.





	We need a strong lebanon as the birthplace and head of our permanence in the world.





	I also wonder what the destiny of overseas Maronites will be.





	Will it be their destiny to let themselves be absorbed by the community where they reside, TO DISPERSE, or what is more effective? TO UNITE? In order to be united, there must be one common denominator, that is, the church always unites the community.





IV.	What does the Maronite Church want from this Immigration? 





	Social, Political, and 	economic support.





	Maronite immigration is the most numerous out of the total Lebanese immigration and I dare say that we are 80% of that immigration.





	We ask the Church to suggest an approach to us that will guarantee our unity with a social ecclesiastical orientation.





	It should be a source of continuous support toward the Maronite society in its various levels and in its communities.








V. What does the Maronite Lebanese immigration want from its church?





	The Maronite Lebanese immigration seeks and ask its church for:





	1. Continuous spiritual assistance.





	2. The diffusion of a theological, historical Maronite culture.





	3. The diffusion of a patriotic Lebanese culture that studies Lebanese roots.





	4. We ask for a means of vital approach and this is the TEACHING OF THE NATIVE LANGUAGE, in addition to an informative system that ensures information and communication with the largest number possible so that we may all be bearers of the word of Saint Maron in the world, and to preserve our cultural heritage (A bulletin in the language of each country).





	5. Without forgetting to ask for a CENSUS of the Maronites in Lebanon and the world because the Maronite presence goes beyond Lebanese borders.  It is now time to place ourselves on the Lebanese and world maps.  let us know the numerical reality of the Maronites and let us strive to preserve our identity and patrimony.





	It is extremely important to organize WORLD MARONISM to 








strengthen the position of the Maronites in Lebanon.





THOSE WHO RESIDE IN LEBANON SHOULD SHOW US THE WAY.





	The children of this immigration show little interest in Maronism.  Their major concern is LEBANON and they worry about the events affecting the homeland.  Let us suggest that the banner of our cause be LEBANESE ROOTS.





	LET US TAKE CARE OF OUR MARONITE IDENTITY AS A SPIRITUAL, PATRIOTIC VALUE, by accepting the change within our Lebanese situation at the present time, as exemplified by living together as a people united by one homeland.





	Our relationship with our Lebanese brothers and sisters - WITHOUT REGARD TO THEIR BELIEF - should be of an exemplary harmony, based on equality and mutual respect, always with the strength of spirit and the decision to be never dispersed and united by a patriotic feeling.





	Strength is reflected in solid, wise decisions that are made in all events of great patriotic relevance.





	LADIES AND GENTLEMEN!





	To conclude, I invite you to seriously involve yourselves in the decision making process that enhances our identity, reinforces our unity, and extols our cause, so that we may truly be worthy of receiving the XXI century with the preparation and enthusiasm 








that the new century will demand us.





FOR THE MARONITES AND FOR LEBANON.
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