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To determine ways to strengthen the Maronite tradition and values especially among the Lebanese emigrants and their descendants and; how to preserve their heritage among future generations by encouraging more participation in parish affairs to promote a greater brotherhood united under the Maronite banner.





I  . Introduction:


	This paper aims to explore ways of strengthening the Maronite tradition and values among future generations in the world.  Expressions such as 'old country', 'heritage', 'identity', 'brotherhood', and 'family' are interchangeable among emigrants with nostalgia and hope of preserving them alive in the hearts of young generations.  The objectives of this paper are to depict ways and means of preserving these Maronite spiritual and moral values in the new environment where Maronites mainly in Western Countries.





II . The Maronite Way of Living:


	Today, many challenges are facing the Maronites in the World: conflict of generations, new system of values, new environment, new cultures, and weakening of communication with the mother Church and the homeland.





A. Conflict of Generations: Conflict of generations consists of contradictory understanding of cultures between 'the old country' fashion of viewing life, and








the local culture of the actual country.  The Maronites understanding of brotherhood and love try to adopt a balanced way of living and thinking that reconciles fidelity to the roots and the need to adjust to the new environment.





B. New System of values:  The Maronite way of living focuses on the personal commitment toward society while the pressures of the new environment as well as the sophistication of modern life favor selfishness and egocentrism.  Thus, little time is left for Church and heritage related activities.  Moreover, the Maronite spirituality is centered on the reviving and renovating an integrated way of life both spiritual and material.





C. New Environment: People tend to identify themselves with the new environment they live within; day to day life, professional commitment, the need for survival, new fashions and habits, and new technologies.  However, native Maronites abroad consider themselves citizens of their respective countries.  All of these factors increase the gap between personal priorities and the links with our spiritual and cultural background.





D. New Cultures: Each society has its own culture and language which are different from the homeland ones.  Language is a very important tool of communication between 











people.  The loss of knowledge of Arabic which is the official language of Lebanon has a definite impact on complicating means of communication between Maronites.  Although, the mastery of the new language is vital, there is a need to preserve and to learn the language of our ancestors.  Thus, we take pride by the fact that Aramaic is our language of origin that was spoken by Jesus Christ.





F. Weakening of Communication: Although modern technology facilitates international contacts, the war of Lebanon made difficult keeping channels opened with the outside world.  Moreover, international press agencies have distorted the news concerning Lebanon.  Therefore, their focus is on terrorism, killing, and massacre.  Emigrants and Lebanese residents ought to change Lebanon's image using the most effective communication tools in a very positive and efficient way in the service of truth.  Thus, we will be able to build a strong cultural and spiritual link between Lebanon and the world.





III. Preserving Maronite Heritage Among Future Generations:


Maronites in the world need to assert their presence in political, social, and academic life in order to defend their identity interest before the decision-making authorities in their respective countries.





Among the means for implementing these objectives would be the following: Pastoral commitment, teaching











Maronite Heritage, and strengthening contact with the homeland.





A. Pastoral Commitment: The Church is the focal point of the Maronite way of living.  In Lebanon it is often located in the center of the community.  Therefore, the development and promotion of programs to support local Maronite churches such as enhancing effective involvement in the parish life, and specially in motivating lukewarm Maronites to participate in different religious, and social parish activities.





B. Teaching Maronite Heritage: Maronites are frequently third and fourth generation; often the sons and daughters of successive mixed marriages.  Raised in other churches than the Maronite, they are often ignorant of the rich spiritual heritage of their forefathers.  They need to be educated about the history of their church.  So, by that return to the sources, we create an awareness about their religions roots and their country of origin.





C. Strengthening Contact with the Homeland:  This purpose may be achieved through the following:  Organizing pilgrimages to the spiritual Maronite shrines, monasteries, and historical sites to Lebanon; initiating contact with Congregations and religious Orders; Funding social, educational, and cultural activities in Lebanon; and promoting exchange programs between native Lebanese and immigrants of lebanese origin.





IV. Conclusion:


The Maronite Church is the Church of great antiquity.  Its history is marked with the continuous bloodshed of martyrs.  Speaking of Lebanon, homeland of the Maronite Church, His Holiness John Paul II says: "Lebanon is more than a country, it is a mission for the East and the West".





These Maronite values of freedom, respect of human rights, openness, generosity, and faith, ought to be kept alive and transferred by Maronites to the people of their new homelands. 
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